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Introduction to Dreamweaver, Browsers, FTP and HTML 
 

 
What Dreamweaver Is and What It Is Not 
 
What Dreamweaver Is 
Dreamweaver is a web authoring application which provides a friendly interface to create web pages that can be 
viewed in different web browsers.    
 
Dreamweaver is combines common web authoring tools into one application: an HTML/CSS editor and an FTP 
application.   

• HTML = Hypertext Markup Language, the main markup language for displaying web pages (i.e. 
content) in a web browser.   

• CSS = Cascading Style Sheets, used for describing the presentation (i.e. the look and formatting such 
as colors, fonts, layout) of a web page.   

• FTP = File Transfer Protocol, used to transfer files from a local computer to remote server 
 
The following is an advanced topic we will explore in later classes: it is VERY important to separate content from 
presentation.  Unfortunately, Dreamweaver easily allows you to not adhere to this guideline.      
 
Dreamweaver assists with HTML and CSS by writing the code for you which alleviates some of the mundane tasks 
associated with creating web pages.  This does not mean that you do not need to learn HTML and CSS.  Learning 
how to effectively read and write HTML and CSS is extremely important since Dreamweaver doesn’t always write the 
BEST or most EFFICIENT code. In order to create advanced web pages, you MUST understand HTML and CSS. 
 
Since Dreamweaver writes HTML and CSS, it is known as a WYSIWYG editor.  WYSIWYG stands for “what you see 
is what you get.”  However, don’t be fooled by this claim.  You should really think of a WYSIWYG editor as a “what 
you see is what you hope to get if you’re really lucky.” For the basic web pages and web sites that we create for the 
first half of the semester, the term WYSIWYG will be accurate.  The second half of the semester when advanced 
styles are introduced, the limitations of a WYSIWYG editor will become clear.   
 
Keep this in mind:  The only way to get an accurate view of what a web page looks like is uploading it the web 
server and viewing it in a web browser.  

 
What Dreamweaver Is Not 
Dreamweaver is NOT Microsoft Word or any similar Rich Text Editor.  It will not act like these programs.  Some 
beginning students believe it should be as easy to format a web page as it is a printed document.  It is much more 
complicated.   
 
FTP 
 
A FTP application is used to transfer files from the local computer to a remote server 
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Web Browsers 
 
Internet Explorer, Safari, Mozilla Firefox, and Google Chrome are the major browsers used in the United States.  
These are by no means the only browsers that exist. Links to other browsers can be found here: 
http://www.browserchoice.eu/BrowserChoice/browserchoice_en.htm 
 
For this class, we will use the web browser Mozilla Firefox.  Your web pages and web sites MUST display 
correctly in this browser.  This is the platform that I will use to grade your assignments and projects.  It does not 
matter if your web page works in Chrome, Safari, or any other browser.  If it doesn’t display properly in Firefox, you 
will not receive credit.  Any reasoning such as “it worked in Chrome” or “it works in Safari” is not an acceptable. 
Always check that your work displays correctly in Mozilla Firefox. 
 
What is HTML? 
 
As stated earlier, HTML stands for Hypertext Markup Language, the primary markup language for displaying web 
pages in a web browser.  HTML is not a programming language. A markup language consists of a set of markup tags. 
HTML documents and web pages are synonymous. 
 
HTML uses markup tags to describe web pages 

• HTML tags are keywords surrounded by angle brackets such as <html> 
• HTML tags normally come in pairs like <strong> and </strong>  
• The first tag in a pair is the start tag, the second is the end tag. Also called opening tag and closing 

tag 
• Some HTML elements may display correctly even if you forget the end tag. DON’T rely on this. Many 

HTML elements will produce unexpected results and/or errors if you forget the end tag. 
• Always use lowercase tags 

 
Basic HTML source code example 
 

<html> 

<head> 

<title> The Title of the Web Page</title> 

</head> 

<body> 

<h1>The Heading of the Web Page</h1> 

<p>This is the starting paragraph of the web page.</p> 

</body> 

</html> 

 
The four essential elements in an HTML document are <html>, <head>, <title>, and <body> 
 

<html>: 
• The <html> tag defines the whole HTML document. 
• The <html> tag tells the browser that this is an HTML document. 
• <html> is also known as the root element. 
• <html> is the container for all other HTML elements (except for the<!DOCTYPE> tag). 
• The element has a start tag <html> and an end tag </html>. 

http://www.browserchoice.eu/BrowserChoice/browserchoice_en.htm
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<head>: 
• <head> is a container for all the head elements. 
• <head> must include a title for the document, and may also include scripts, styles, meta, and more. 
• The element has a start tag <head> and an end tag </head>. 

<title>: 

• The <title> tag defines the title of the document. 

• The <title> tag is found within the <head> element. 

• You CANNOT have more than one <title> element in an HTML document. 

• The <title> element: 
o defines a title in the browser toolbar 
o provides a title for the page when it is added to favorites 
o displays a title for the page in search-engine results 
o The element has a start tag <title> and an end tag </title>. 

<body>: 
• <body> defines the body of the HTML document. 
• The <body> element contains all the contents of an HTML document, such as text, hyperlinks, images, 

tables, lists, etc. 
• The element has a start tag <body> and an end tag </body>. 

 

HTML Headings 
 

• HTML headings are defined with the <h1> to <h6> tags. 
• HTML header tags - are an easy way to format text and organize web page structure. 
• HTML header tags indicate the level of importance of each section of content. 
• <h1> defines the most important heading. 
• <h6> defines the least important heading. 
• Use HTML headings for headings only. Don't use headings to make text BIG or bold. 
• Search engines use your headings to index the structure and content of your web pages. 
• Users skim pages by headings, so it is important to use headings to show the document structure. 

 

HTML Paragraphs and Breaks 
 

<p>: 
• The <p> element defines a paragraph in the HTML document. 
• The element has a start tag <p> and an end tag </p>. 

< br /> : 
• Use the <br /> tag if you want a line break (a new line) without starting a new paragraph: 
• The <br /> element is an empty HTML element. It has no end tag. 
• <br> is the old line break tag – do not use it. 
• In XHTML and XML (Extensible Markup Language), elements with no end tag (closing tag) are not 

allowed. 
• Even if <br> works in the browser being tested, writing <br /> instead works better in XHTML 
• and XML applications. 

 
Note: Browsers will remove extra spaces and extra lines when the web page is displayed. Any number of lines count 
as one line, and any number of spaces count as one space. Adding multiple <br /> or <p> will not add extra spaces 
or extra lines in HTML code. 
 


